INTRODUCTION
Since the end of the 1966 eruptive cycle, the Klyuchevskoy volcano has been in the state of slight fumarolic activity. From the early 1972 the activity of the terminal crater changed. The height of gas column increased up to 1000 m and more; and slight ash explosions began to occur within the crater. On the evening on March 30 a fiery glow appeared over the crater. Concurrently volcanic earthquakes with a focal depth of 0-15 km were recorded on the northeastern slope of Klyuchevskoy volcano. Furthermore, a continuous volcanic tremor, the amplitude of which increased continuously began to be recorded by all the seismic stations. The analysis of visual and seismic routine observations allowed us to consider March 1972 to be the beginning of a new eruptive cycle of Klyuchevskoy volcano.
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